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WORKSHOP PROPOSAL/OVERVIEW 

Objective 
“AN INTRODUCTION TO SONGWRITING”, facilitated by singer-songwriter and cellist Shana Tucker, is a 1-day 
workshop and “Informance” (“information-performance”) designed to introduce listeners of all ages to the essential 
components of song form (verse, chorus/hook, bridge, intro, outro), the relationship between melody, harmony, 
and lyrics, and the role of musical storyteller through the art of songwriting. 

Target Audience 
This workshop targets school age students (K-12 general music classes and/or ensembles) as well as community 
members of all ages. All participants will have basic levels of awareness of music as an form of both artistic 
expression and basic communication. Students need not have prior experience or knowledge of songwriting 
before participating in this workshop. 

Shana will work with local cultural programming community partners to design a workshop opportunity that 1) 
seeks the best fit between artist and school/community center; 2) provides the greatest opportunity for ongoing 
involvement in music and cultural programming; and 3) creates subsequent opportunities for collaboration and 
exchange for local artists and community schools.  

The workshop will assist in promoting both artist and community partner’s work with the schools, most particularly 
in the areas of Music Arts in Education and Music Education programming. 

Results 
The "Introduction to Songwriting" workshop will result in increased awareness, recognition, and basic 
understanding of how to construct a song based on the most common practices of songwriting. Participants will 
be able to recognize the essential elements of a song (verse, chorus/hook, bridge, intro, outro), and will construct 
a basic song with their peers that they can use as a blueprint for future independent songwriting efforts. 

About the Artist - Shana Tucker 
Shana Tucker is a 2014-15 Nevada Arts Council Artist Fellowship recipient (Performing Arts), representing a core 
group of artists in various art forms who have been recognized by the state of Nevada for their commitment to 
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their craft and their desire to do so on a professional, sustainable level. Shana Tucker is the cellist and mezzo-
soprano for KÀ by Cirque du Soleil at the MGM Grand Hotel & Casino, and also performs her unique 
"ChamberSoul" (jazz-acoustic pop-soul) style of music throughout the country to audiences of all ages.  As a 
teaching artist, Shana serves as an important conduit for introducing students and communities to cultural arts 
programming, working with community partners to develop new programs and reinforce existing concepts that will 
further arts presenting and programming competency, an appreciation of jazz music, and an awareness of the 
musical heritage of the local community and region.  

official site: www.shanatucker.com 
twitter, instagram: @shanatucker 
facebook: shanatucker.chambersoul 
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